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murderer! In Bombay, after the last performance of the tenth
day, the tabflts, or tomb-models, are carried In hundreds of
processions, from the theatres and other places to the sea*
where sometimes they are left to be the sport of the waves.1
The 'Ashura commemoration of the Syrian Metawileh
is but a shadow of the Persian play. I am told that the
local religious sheikhs forbid as sacrilege, or dishonor to the
family of the prophet, even the publication of the history of
the house of 'Ali in the form of a drama merely for private
reading, any dramatic representation being considered out
of the question. The reading of this history in undramatic
form is, however, a sacred duty and privilege, pursued in all
Metawali communities three times a day for the ten days.2
As the village mosques are small, the readings, usually con-
ducted by a sayyid, or alleged descendant of tfAli, may be
given at the house of some comparatively well-to-do man,
who acts as host, furnishing tea or coffee or cakes "for the
sake of Hosein." Loaves are also given away to commem-
orate by name 'All's fellow-martyr arid brother * Abbas.
The tenth day is kept with culminating solemnities. All
shops are closed; all labor suspended. Shaving the head
or face, wearing fine clothes, taking walks—these, with any-
thing else that may give comfort or pleasure, are forbidden.
The morning reading is lengthened out from sunrise to noon.
Sighs and groans, beatings of the breast, cries of" Ya Hasan!
Ya Hosein 1" increase in intensity. For while the Syrian
form of recalling the woes of the house of 'AH may be but a
shadow of the Persian passion play, yet it stimulates the
same emotions. A place is appointed to which is brought
food cooked in every house " for the sake of Hosein/* that the
poor may not be forgotten in the commemoration.
Though the points of likeness between the Sunnis and
Shi'ahs greatly outnumber their points of difference, the
latter are extremely ncute, centring chiefly in the question of
the caliphate or iinamatc, as the Shi'uhs prefer to designate
1 In India the Sunnis have similar processions on the same day, some-
times joining with the Shi'ahH. Occasionally the Hindus accompany
the MosloniH in a procession of their own.
3 Such reading**, common in Persia at any time of the year, may there
be substituted during the 'Ashura for a dramatic representation.

